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Another successful Rostrum Queensland Convention!

EDITORIAL

Insightful and interesting presentations were given by National President
David Matters, Marcela Ramirez (Selling the Sizzle), Maree Clancy (Voice is a
Choice), Keith Hunter (Impromptu Speaking), Ian Olsson (Programming for
Success) and Micheal Axelsen (Technology and Meetings). They contributed
to a successful and enjoyable 2016 Rostrum Convention, and provided ideas
and encouragement to all clubs on ways to improve and reinvigorate their
meetings and membership.

You know it’s getting towards
‘that’ time of the year when
we’re sending you a 10-page
Step Up.

The quality of speeches given in the competitions was outstanding – all
speakers are to be congratulated – in particular Roslyn Bates (Club 3) who
won the Novice Speaking Competition with ‘Bouncing Back’; Meg Olsson
(Club 3) who won the Arch Williams Memorial Speaker of the Year for ‘The
Power of the Spoken Word’ and John Lizzio (Club 31) who won the Open
Impromptu Speech Contest.
At the annual dinner, an Italian feast and great wines rounded off a great
day. The winners of the competitions were announced and trophies were
presented. Guest speaker, Brian Roberts, got tired brains working with his
after dinner speech on ‘The Challenge of Managing Cities’.
Thanks and congratulations are due to all who contributed to the success of
the day – from session and competition chairmen, time keepers, adjudicators
to the many Club 3 members who organized the event and helped it run
smoothly throughout the day and evening. ●
1

Not surprisingly, there’s plenty
of coverage in this issue of our
2016 convention. It was a
wonderful day and I trust
everyone who attended
enjoyed themselves and took
home many lessons. A special
thank you to all the organisers
for a superbly-run event.
In other news, we have a new
Freeman, a number of big
upcoming events, tales from
Ayr, and several examples of
the friendly, competitive
Rostrum spirit, amongst much,
much more.
- Marcela Ramirez

2016 ROSTRUM
QUEENSLAND CONVENTION
In Pictures
Awards, Wins and Celebrations
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New Freeman—Micheal Axelsen
Michael Axelsen (Club 17) was made Freeman of Rostrum at the
2016 Convention.
Micheal joined Rostrum Club 2 in April 1998, where he held
various roles including Club President and Treasurer. When Club 2
folded in mid-2005, Micheal transferred to Club 17.
As an active member of Club 17, Micheal has willingly accepted
the roles of Chairman, Trainer, Critic and Mentor (aka Critic) as
and when required to fulfil his duty to the Club and its active
speaking and training program.
Over the years, Micheal has played a very active role in Rostrum
Voice of Youth. He has acted as an adjudicator or room
chairman at every level of the competition from the Brisbane/
Ipswich heats right through to the State Final. He has
adjudicated at the State Finals for Rostrum Voice of Youth each year since 2007.
In 2015 when Club 17 organised the annual Queensland Rostrum Convention,
Micheal was an active member of the organising committee, played an active
role on the day of the convention, and was Master of Ceremonies at the annual
dinner and subsequent award presentations.
Throughout the 18 years of Micheal’s membership of Rostrum he has played a
very active role in Rostrum, both at a club and state level, and he continues to
do so with great enthusiasm and vigour. His many professional and community
activities put him in contact with many local and international students as well
as with members of professional organisations. Unprompted, he takes every
available opportunity to promote the benefits of
Rostrum membership to these members of the community, and works
vigorously to encourage them to join Rostrum. Congratulations Freeman Micheal!
- Rosalie Roberts

Vale - Freeman Geoff Rosan
17 October 2016
It is with much sadness that our dearly loved friend and founding member of Club 3, Geoff Rosan, passed away
in Hobart today.
A Freeman of Rostrum since 1994, Geoff joined in Victoria around 1963, moved to Tasmania in 1970s, then
re-joined Rostrum in Tasmania in 1984 and has been actively involved ever since.
Geoff was Tasmanian State President in 1989-92, National president in 1993-4, in many club positions over the
years, and this year again President of Hobart Club 3.
Amongst many attributes, Geoff will be missed for finding reasons for all members of Club 3 to celebrate
breakfast speeches with a glass of champagne.
A member who leaves many legacies and friendships in Rostrum, and will be sorely missed . ●
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Rostrum Club 17 Speaking Championship
A festive atmosphere was evident at
Indooroopilly Library on 26 October
2016 where Rostrum Club 17 conducted
its speaking championships at its normal
Wednesday night meeting.
Bob Worsley was in the chair and he
made it special.
Club 17 is an innovator in its use of
technology. They use a PowerPoint
electronic agenda and use the visuals to
inform members of the various activities
during the meeting.
Chris Horacek, as usual, volunteered to record
the speeches even though he was sick and had
to retire from the competition.

L to R: Fmn Brian Korner, Hui Jiang, Graham Webb, Anastasia Magriplis,
Sue Worsley, Bob Worsley, Fmn Bernie Ketter (Club 15), Fmn Geoff Read

There were four speakers, Brian Korner, Hui Jiang, Sue Worsley and
Graham Webb. The three guest adjudicators were Fmn Geoff Read (Club
10), Fmn Bernie Ketter (Club 15) and Fmn Paul Halliday (Club 3). Geoff was
chairman of adjudicators.
Sue Worsley was awarded the trophy. Sue is the President of Club 17.
Great to see good Rostrum fellowship and the working together of three
Rostrum clubs to ensure great speaking within Rostrum Club 17 in the
conduct of its championships.
Wow! Club 17’s next event is to have a speaking competition where the
award will be primarily for the best use of software and technology within
the speech presentation.
Go Club 17, watch this space.
Club 3 President, Doug Bates, presents
Meg Olsson with her trophies

Rostrum Club 3 Speaking Championship
Club 3 recently held its Open Speaking Competition.
Meg Olsson was the winner and is pictured here being
presented with the Fmn Bill Puregger Memorial Award, plus
the Fmn Joe Wilkins Memorial Encouragement Award, by Club
3 President, Douglas Bates. ●
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What’s Happening in Queensland Rostrum:
Snippets from the last Management Committee meeting held on 8 October 2016
Full Critics’ Accreditation Day has now been changed to 13 November. It is planned to be held at the
Mt Ommaney Hub from approx. 8-4pm. Please note that this is also a re-accreditation day for existing
critics.
Club 3 has accepted to help organise the Sidney Wicks Speaking Competition in 2017 and it is hoped this will
be held in conjunction with the NRVOY finals to be held in Brisbane at the end of July.
Please look at the new Bylaw on Associate Membership which is in this edition.
Brian Korner has updated the handbook and this is now on the website and has been distributed to all
Queensland members. A new addition to the handbook is a list of all critics.
Queensland is considering replacing the Personal Development Programme (PDP) with a Competent Speaking
Programme which has been designed by NSW. The Management Committee considers it better reflects
what people want from Rostrum and we are looking to modify and add/change some areas. More about
this next year.
All efforts are being made to revitalise Club 15 at a new venue on the inner southside. If anyone has any ideas
on suitable venues please let Keith Hunter know.
A lot of work has been put into drafting the Strategic Plan by David Thorpe and his team and they are in the
process of looking at action plans - who is to do what and when and what resources are required.
The Planning Meeting for MC is now to be held on 10 December at the Kenmore Library and not 3 December.
As with last year, we plan to invite all club delegates and Freemen to come about 10am after the formal
part of the MC meeting: join the Management Committee for morning tea and this will then be followed
by discussion around any ideas expressed in Project Forms, as was done last year.
Information will be sent out in the coming weeks.
Freemen’s Lunch and AGM is planned to be held after the Planning Meeting on
10 December at the Monier Hotel, Darra. We look forward to most Freemen being
able to make this occasion for a social catch up.
A new version of the Rostrum logo has been approved for use in Queensland. We
encourage you to change your letterhead and any other literature you are using.
From Carmel Remphrey, State Secretary

NATIONAL VACANCY FOR CONSIDERATION
Looking to broaden your Rostrum involvement, then look no further as there is an exciting position available
at a National Level:
MARKETING AND PROMOTIONS OFFICER, ARC.
Please talk to State President, Ian Olsson, if you would like to take on the challenge and learn more about
Rostrum outside your club involvement.
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Rostrum Club 10 on the move
Club 10 welcomed new member Ellen Appelgren on 28 October 2016.
We have been rebuilding over the past year as members have adjusted to meeting in a new venue and on a
Friday lunch time. We are pleased that next year we have secured our usual Thursdays and hope to welcome
back many of our past members.
During this year, Club 10 has been strongly
supported by Fmn Bernie Ketter and Doug
Ferguson from Club 15 and Fmn Paul
Halliday from Club 3. David Thompson and
Ben Long from Club 3 have also been there
to build support.

Fmn Geoff Read, Keith Greenwood, Ben Rickets
(President), Fmn Geoff Ferguson, Fmn Bernie
Ketter, Fmn Merv Green, Ellen Apelgren, Peter
Bolam (apology from great supporter Rick
Harrison and new member Mark Budd), Paul
Halliday behind the camera.

Club 10 fellowship and the merry band of Club 10 stalwarts Geoff, Merv, Rick, Keith and Peter have been the key
to our ability to leave a Rostrum for others to join. ●

Tales from Ayr, Queensland
My public speaking involvement started with the local Apex club. Everyone had to deliver a
speech. I didn't do too well, so I employed an art of speech tutor, with myself as a student.
This was the catalyst to put me on the right path. I then won public speaking competitions in
the Apex movement, represented The Northern Zone (Lae, (N.G). to Rockhampton, Cairns and
Mt. Isa area) earned the right to speak in the National competition, in the Century theatre in Newcastle in 1968,
didn't win but the experience was invaluable. Apex had an age limit (40) and I had to accept being retired. (They
made me a Life Member though.)
I then joined Rostrum, (as several Apexian's did in 1968). The club had a strong membership: solicitors, bank
tellers and managers, and other business people. My attendance became a little haphazard during the time I was
employed as a Ford salesman, then improved again as I went into the car business for myself.
Venues for the club to meet in were in the 40-50 years, constantly on the move, but we would rely on our desire
to speak no matter where it was.
The enduring attachment to Rostrum is because the club has a loyal membership, and the knowledge that we are
perpetuating a worthwhile cause portrayed by precept and example.
Should that cease to exist then the club would be irrelevant and so would I.
Freeman Stan Simpson - Club 18, Ayr
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Is there a Doctor in the House?

Dr Micheal Axelsen

Dr Hui Jiang

Dr Sue Worsley

It wasn’t planned this way, but Brisbane West Club 17 has a very high proportion of doctors among its members.
There are five in fact. However, despite the title of this article, none of them are medicos. All are PhDs – a
qualification that apparently is helpful when researching your Rostrum speech, but of absolutely no use if you
need a “real” doctor.
Long-standing member Dr Hui Jiang is a research chemist with the Queensland Institute of Medical Research.
Hui was the first of Club 17’s members with a PhD, but is certainly not the last.
Dr Teruyo Omura is an accounting lecturer at the University of Southern
Queensland. Teruyo was awarded her PhD by Griffith University in 2010. Her
research involved the analysis of not-for-profit organisations in Australia and Japan
using the Oligopolistic models in Economics Theory.
Dr Micheal Axelsen, who gained his PhD in 2014, is a consultant and a lecturer at
the University of Queensland. His particular area of expertise is business
information systems, and Micheal undertakes research into so-called ‘intelligent’
decision aids using automated text analysis.
Club President Dr Sue Worsley was recently awarded her PhD in mathematics and
higher education. She has recently taken up a position with the University of Southern
Queensland where she prepares new students for the transition to university studies.

Dr Teruyo Omura

Our newest “Doctor in the House” is Dr Maria Beamond, who was born in Colombia, and is a member of the
Latin America Reference Group. Her work focusses on talent management, human resources management and
multinational enterprises in emerging economies. Maria was awarded her doctorate at the end of 2016.
Apparently our doctors aren’t “real” doctors though, or at least not the sort of doctor that can do anything
useful if you get a papercut. Nevertheless, our PhDs regularly remind us that the “Ph” stands for “philosophy”,
and philosophers need to communicate clearly and confidently. Our doctors have all found Rostrum
exceptionally useful. Just like good research writing, a good Rostrum speech
requires logical structure, clear and focused thinking, and a sense of purpose. Of
course, Rostrum helps doctors and non-doctors alike with that big issue – having
confidence in yourself and what you have to say.
Overall, that’s a total of five PhDs in our club – and three since 2014! We have
declared “enough is enough”. There is now an embargo on further PhD members.
However, “real” doctors may still apply.
Freeman Brian Korner & Freeman Micheal Axelsen
Dr Maria Beamond

Footnote: Since this article was written, one of the members, Maria Beamond,
has left to take up a position at a university in the United States.
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Carter Shield Public Speaking Competition
Oblate Hall, Iona College, Lindum was packed for
the 20th annual Carter Shield public speaking competition held on 12th October. Thunderous applause greeted each of the 18 speakers from
Moreton Bay College, Iona College and Moreton
Bay Boys College. Speeches were for three minutes
for years 7 and 8, four minutes grades 9 and 10,
and five minutes grades 11 and 12. Moreton Bay
Boys College (a relatively new school) was invited
to compete for the first time in 2016.
Each school provides a past pupil as an adjudicator
with the Chair of the adjudication panel from
Rostrum. State President of Queensland Rostrum
Ian Olsson has filled this role in recent years.
Standard Rostrum marking criteria applies. Iona
College leads the competition with 12 wins to 8 by
Moreton Bay College.

Winning team captain Krystal Dowling (Moreton Bay
College) proudly displays the Carter Shield. Her other team
members were Isabella Hollewand, Kayleigh Bancroft, Eden
Shepherd-Smith, Libby Hoole, and Emerald Gaydon.

John and Joan Berndt (Club 3) who had previously been involved in Rostrum Voice of Youth as state
coordinators, started the Carter Shield in 1997. Both Moreton Bay College (Girls) and Iona College (Boys) had
been strong supporters of Rostrum Voice of Youth. John and Joan was so inspired by the friendly rivalry
between these two colleges in the Wynnum/Manly area that the Carter Shield was born. It was named after a
much loved aunt of Joan Berndt.
It has always been eagerly anticipated with large attendances of pupils, teachers and parents/friends. Rostrum is acknowledged and thanked each year.

Rostrum Summer Series Date Claimer
Back by popular demand, Rostrum Brisbane West Club 17 is once again hosting the Summer Series on
Wednesday 1 February and Wednesday 8 February in the Kenmore Library Meeting Room, starting at
7:30pm. Once again we are inviting all Rostrum members in South-East Queensland to share the fun with us.
The program is still being developed but it will be guaranteed to put your public speaking skills to the test.
Note that 1 February will be a pizza night, where we will combine fun exercises, speeches and fresh hot pizza
to make it a particularly enjoyable occasion. There will be a small charge to cover the food and drink costs.
RSVP: By Sunday 29 January via email at qldclub17@rostrum.com.au and let us know which night or nights
you will be coming. Partners and guests are most welcome.
If possible, bring along your smart device such as a smart phone or
tablet so that you can participate in some of the more innovative
activities.
For more information, contact Chris Horacek
Chris.Horacek@gmail.com or by phone 0435 026 754.

via
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at

Associate Membership News
At its October meeting the Management Committee agreed on revised eligibility rules for associate membership
of a club. Under the revised definition:
A member who for good reason is unable to attend club meetings on a regular basis may apply to the club to
become an Associate Member. This is to cover the situation where, due to such factors as illness, work or family
commitments, extensive travel or distance from the club’s meeting place full participation in the club’s activities
is not possible. It enables the member to maintain their membership and involvement with the club, and with
Rostrum generally.
Depending on the member’s circumstances, Associate Membership may either be open-ended or be granted for
one or more half-year periods. It applies only in instances where the member is likely to attend no more than an
estimated two or three meetings in any six-month period.
An Associate Member is not entitled to be rostered on the club’s regular speaking program. He or she is not
eligible to participate in any Rostrum speaking competitions, either inside or outside their own club.
The definition will come into force and will be applied from 1 January 2017. The change was made in order to
better reflect current expectations for attendance at club meetings.
- Freeman Brian Korner Rostrum Club 17

Letters to the Editor
Today I saw why the five stalwarts of Rostrum Club 10 stay on. New member Ellen Appelgren was inducted and
gave her third speech. She willingly gave the Rostrum promise.
As Freeman Geoff outlined the words, Ellen followed. "Advance its ideas and enrich its fellowship, try at all
times to think truly and speak clearly, not to be silent when I ought to speak".
I thought Ellen would not have a Rostrum Club 10 without Geoff, Keith, Merv, Peter, Rick, Bernie and Doug.
It is reason enough to belong to Rostrum.
- Freeman Paul Halliday Rostrum Club 3
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Upcoming Events/Diary
Please Note your Diaries
10 December

MC Planning Meeting to include Club Delegates and Freemen

10 December

Freemen’s AGM and luncheon 12.30pm

2017
1 February

The Summer Series (details in this Step Up)

8 February

The Summer Series (details in this Step Up)

6 May

80 years Rostrum in Queensland – 1st Rostrum club founded.

July

National RVOY Finals to be held in Brisbane

Submissions for the next Issue of Step Up
Submissions for the next issue of Step Up close on Saturday 17th December, 2016
We’d love to include stories and photos from more Rostrum Clubs. You can send your stories and photos of
meetings, competitions, celebrations, dinners, and especially new members; send them now and they will be
compiled for the next edition.
Send submissions to Marcela Ramirez on cram56@hotmail.com
Thank you all for your submissions, feedback and help. Step Up does not happen without you!
- The Step Up team,
Rosalie, Roslyn and Marcela

ROSTRUM QUEENSLAND
Patron: His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland

www.rostrum.com.au/clubs/qld-clubs
www.rostrum.com.au
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