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The happy attendees at the first
meeting of Rostrum Queensland’s
newest club.

Rostrum Club 5 Starts Its Journey

EDITORIAL

Rostrum Club 5 had its third meeting on 14th February 2017. The inaugural meeting
photo on the 31st January 2017 records the beginning of a new era for Rostrum.
Club 5 is a dinner club, meeting at the Brisbane International Motel Windsor at
6.30pm on a Tuesday night. Initial marketing was through meet-up, and professional
Facebook networks.
It is the first of three new Rostrum Clubs proposed for Queensland Rostrum.
Speakers Meg Olsson and Douglas Bates are the key motivators. Both are members
of the Queensland Rostrum Management Committee. Douglas is the Queensland
Development Officer (and also the President of Rostrum Club 3) while Meg is the
State Training Officer and National Final Convener for Rostrum Voice of Youth. They
were joined by other QRMC members Freeman Ian Olsson (Queensland President)
and Speaker Roslyn Bates (Assistant Secretary).
In addition Freeman Paul Halliday and Speakers Rod Bailey and Keith Long from Club 3
have given their support at the first few meetings. Freeman Kim Counsell (Club 10) is
also attending. For the first meeting QRMC members - Freeman Keith Hunter, Chairman of the Freeman's Council and Speaker Rod Tilley RVoY Coordinator - made the
trip from the Gold Coast Club 27 accompanied by Speaker Phil Lee.

The launch of Club 5 and talk of
two additional new Queensland
clubs are two fantastic signs of
the continued growth of
Rostrum. These events also
signal something bigger.
The ability to get out in front of
an audience and say something
with confidence, clarity and
originality is sexy. You’d better
believe it. In the professional
space, being able to put
‘Speaker’ or ‘Presenter’ next to
your name is very attractive to
prospective business partners
and clients. It is a multi-purpose
skill that more and more people
want to develop.

The importance to Rostrum of Club 5 is stressed by the strong support from other
Clubs.

Public speaking is a fantastic
skill that looks good on anyone.

The focus of Club 5 is a dinner business meeting. It fills a gap in the marketing of
Rostrum in Brisbane in location and business focus.
(Continued on page 2)

- Marcela Ramirez
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Rostrum Club 27 Celebrates its 1000th Meeting—In Pictures

Rostrum Club 5 Starts Its Journey
continued from front page
Freeman Keith Hunter (Club 27) is looking to start a new club on the Gold Coast later in 2017 and Club 31 Cairns
are awaiting the completion of construction work at the Cairns RSL so they can get their new breakfast club
underway.
This is a great start to our 80th Anniversary year in 2017.
Freeman Ian Olsson
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What’s Happening in Queensland Rostrum:
Snippets from the last Management Committee meeting held on 11 February 2017


The Queensland Rostrum 80th Year Celebrations
These will be twofold with the suggestion that clubs hold a “special” meeting in April/May to acknowledge
80 years of Rostrum, followed by the state celebration to be held in conjunction with the National Final of
RVoY dinner to be held July.



Rostrum Voice of Youth National Final
We hope to hold a celebration dinner on Saturday 29 July. We have also requested our Patron,
the Governor, to host a reception for the students on the Friday evening.



Sidney Wicks Speaking Competition
This year to be in Brisbane and Club 3 has agreed to facilitate the arrangements.



The Arch Williams Memorial Speaking Competition is planned to be held in October.



Convention
The 2017 convention will be a one day event to incorporate the Arch Williams Competition, the Freeman
Frank Smith Novice Competition, the Rostrum Queensland AGM, and the George Shaw Impromptu
Speaking Competition and one or two short sessions on criticism techniques.



New Clubs and Club Development
The new Windsor Club 5 is a dinner club with meetings held every Tuesday evening. Its first meeting was
held on 31 January 2017. Once this club is self-supporting we will look at using the same approach on the
south side of Brisbane.
Club 31 is working towards a breakfast club in Cairns within the next few months and Keith Hunter will be
looking at a new club for the Gold Coast in the later part of the year.



Personal Development Program
Brian Korner is working on an updated version of the Personal Development Program which once complete
will be put into action and tested over a 12 month period.



Training
The Adjudicators Training to be held 18 March 2017. It is planned to offer both a Novice Critics Course and
a Reaccreditation and Advance Training Course later in the year.



Rostrum Voice of Youth
Peter Bolam has taken on the role of Co-ordinator for Brisbane/Ipswich/Logan.
Wishing Carmel a quick recovery and good health.
We all look forward to seeing you get back into the swing of things Carmel,
we missed you at the last meeting.

Insightful and interesting presenations were given by National
President
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You knowit’s getting towards

- Acting Secreting Roslyn Bates.

Summer Series
Back by Popular Demand
To start the new year Rostrum Brisbane West Club 17 once
again hosted the Summer Series. The first meeting was on
Wednesday 1 February and the second was on Wednesday
8 February in the Kenmore Library Meeting Room.
The idea of the Summer Series is to have a less structured
meeting with no prepared speeches and no mentor/critic.
Instead there's a focus on impromptu speeches and other
fun activities.
The first meeting was a pizza night, where we combined
fun exercises, speeches and fresh hot pizza which made it a
particularly enjoyable occasion. It was promoted on
Meetup and resulted in four visitors attending with lots of interest from others wanting to know about Rostrum.

For the second meeting we had our own episode of 'Would I Lie to You?', producing tall tales which may or may
not have occurred over the summer break.


Brian Korner had us convinced that he was about to fly to New Zealand to see an editor about a book he is
writing - to write a bawdy account of his university days (complete balderdash).



Luke Johnston had us convinced that last year - as he is in a phase of 'Learning Something New' - he learned
how to solve the Rubik's cube, and had a 'Rubik's Cube off' against a Tour Down Under cycling champion at a
cafe after riding (apparently, completely true and, it seems, lots of people walk around with Rubik's Cubes on
their person).



Susan Worsley also told us of the time she was
locked in a German jail cell suspected of being a
terrorist working under cover selling
encyclopaedias - admittedly, sometime before last
summer, and about the time of the BaaderMeinhoff gang (also, apparently, completely true!)

The Summer Series has certainly kick started Club 17
for an exciting 2017!
- Fmn Brian Korner

4

Get To Know The People of Rostrum
Freeman Paul Halliday
Member Rostrum Club 3, supporter of Rostrum Club 10
32 years in Rostrum Club 3 on 27th June 2017
Senior Critic
Past President Rostrum Club 3 and Queensland Rostrum
Editor National Rostrum Magazine, Rostrum Taking ACTION
What is your favourite aspect of being a member of Rostrum?
I've recently been part of Rostrum Club 10's regrowth, and it's been wonderful.
Their example of a friendly focus on members and the supporting of each other,
has
rejuvenated the club. The wealth of Club 10 speaking expertise and effective
coaching, in this friendly environment, has attracted three new and young
members. There is a contagious feeling of enthusiasm in Club 10.
My relationship with Rostrum Club 10’s regrowth journey has reminded me of the
great benefits of being member of Rostrum.
Can you recall a great speech you’ve heard at a recent club meeting? What
techniques did the speaker use to make their speech effective?
Yes, it was at Rostrum Club 3 last Thursday (16/2/16). It was Paul Mulhall’s speech
on “Looking out my window”. Only 3 minutes, relating a story of discovering a man
possibly taking drugs at night in the back yard. A disturbing sight from the window.
Paul’s story was visual, we felt the unease and darkness. He built suspense and
drew us in to the scene. We were part of the structure, the pace of the story and
the
conclusion. Paul said afterwards that he prepared by reading that great book “From
Chump to Champ”. It was worth turning up.
Which aspect/s of your public speaking skills are you currently working on and how?
I am looking to change the tone and inflection in my voice and manage my body language. The key for me will be
to align my thoughts, voice and hands to the story in the speech. I have looked at videos and identified areas
where I can improve.
I plan to record my contributions at Rostrum meetings and to read more, starting with ‘From Chump to Champ’.
Is there a particular event or purpose you’d like to use your Rostrum skills for?
I really enjoy chairing meetings and speaking. I am currently starting a Certificate IV online for Training and
Assessment. I hope to use the Rostrum skills and the Cert IV to be able to contribute to volunteer training
opportunities.
I hope to develop community relationships where I could use these skills outside of Rostrum. ●
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History of Queensland Rostrum
Queensland Rostrum celebrates its 80th anniversary on 6th May 2017. The QRMC has approved that a brief history
be compiled as part of the celebrations during 2017, and I will be undertaking this task. My goal is to write a little
about every club that has existed in Queensland.
All current and past members are invited to contribute. Should you be able to provide historical facts about any
club or Queensland Rostrum activities over the past 80 years, please email them to whp.smith@bigpond.com
phone 3390 7575, mobile 0452 162 192 or write to 8 Honeywell Street Tingalpa 4173.
Any past annual reports, newsletters, details of club or Dais
awards, individual profiles including autobiographical “My Rostrum Journey”, photographs, old handbooks, minutes. Please feel
free to scan and email any or all records concerning Queensland
Rostrum. I am willing to pick up and borrow also. It is hoped to
have the relevant historical records in hand by end of March, with
the brief history completed by the end of July 2017.
Members’ privacy and confidentially will be respected.
- Fmn Bill Smith Club 3
Justice of the Peace (Qual.)

The Rostrum Look
Communicating clearly and effectively is what Rostrum is all about.
Everything communicates something when we give a speech,
whether it is where we place emphasis, if we go over time, or even
how we present ourselves to our audience. How we look makes a
strong impression, and this is also the case with Rostrum’s written
materials.
Rostrum has a suite of professionally-designed stationery and logos,
and all clubs should be using them to look the part of a nationwide,
professional organisation. These resources are available for everyone
to use:
To access our Style Guide, business card template, Word template and PowerPoint template, follow this link:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0e6yi489txkhlgt/AACjdQz-a3gllvBqpgW_zLxNa?dl=0
Two versions of the logo are available from the members-only area of the Rostrum website. See page 7 of this
newsletter for instructions of how to log in.
We also have professional photos that you can use. You can access them by following this link: https://
www.dropbox.com/sh/atsrh4pp4rf0jtj/AACRVlPUBFyZQyHZy_izH9r8a?dl=0
- Marcela Ramirez
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The Rostrum Website

The Rostrum website allows you to find a Rostrum club in a convenient location. The site allows members
throughout Australia to share speaking tips and member testimonials.
You can find out about Rostrum forthcoming events in clubs and regions
around Australia and you can discover a number of publications on various
communication skills such as “Take the Chair” which can be ordered from our
publications office.
When you join Rostrum you are automatically
given access to the Members Only section on the website. You will find a wealth of
information to help you with speech preparation and activities for use in your club.
To access the Members Only section, enter your Username and password. The
Username is your email address. We allocate you an initial password which is
R0strum1. (Note the second character is a zero). When you first log in you will be asked
to change your password. If you are unable to log in, simply click on the question mark
to the right of the Password field and a link for resetting your password will be emailed to you. If you require further
help, please email me at qldwebmaster@rostrum.com.au
Once you log in you will be able to access the sections of the Members Only menu:
Your Profile To change your email address or password.
Publications Get ideas to assist with running a club, marketing and promotion and
your personal development.
Members’ Resources Material for club executives including club promotion,
national forms, ARC contacts.
Zone Documents Documents specific to each zone.
Club Webmasters A quick introduction to editing club pages - for club webmasters.
Club Program Ideas You will find many club program activities here, including
training exercises and tutorials. Sample tutorials are “Preparing
Speeches”, “Chairmanship”, “Interviews”, “Using a microphone” and
other communication skills required in
business and every day life.
Coaching Training This section contains Information, videos and Tests for members who
wish to become a club Coach.
Log on to the website and take advantage of the resources to help you to increase your skills and knowledge.
Adapted from a publication prepared by Rob Berry, Victoria Webmaster

7

Upcoming Events/Diary
Please Note your Diaries
18 March

Adjudication Training Course

6 May

80 years Rostrum in Queensland – 1st Rostrum club founded

May

Clubs to conduct a “Special” Meeting to Celebrate 80 years of Rostrum

28 July

Sydney Wicks Speaking Competition

29 July

National RVoY Finals to be held in Brisbane

29 July

80 years of Rostrum Celebration Dinner held in conjunction with

29 July

RVoY Celebration Dinner

October

Arch Williams Memorial Speaking Competition, Fmn Frank Smith Novice Competition, and
Fmn George Shaw Impromptu Competition

October

Rostrum Queensland Convention

Submissions for the next Issue of Step Up
Submissions for the next issue of Step Up close on Saturday 22st April, 2017
We’d love to include stories and photos from more Rostrum Clubs. You can send your stories and photos of
meetings, competitions, celebrations, dinners, and especially new members. Send them in and they will be
compiled for the next edition.
Send submissions to Marcela Ramirez on qldeditor@rostrum.com.au
Thank you all for your submissions, feedback and help. Step Up does not
happen without you!
- The Step Up team,
Marcela and Roslyn

ROSTRUM QUEENSLAND
Patron: His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland

www.rostrum.com.au/clubs/qld-clubs
www.rostrum.com.au
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